
 
Myerstown Borough Council – Regular Meeting 

 Tuesday, August 10, 2021, 6:30 p.m. 

A regular meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council was held on Tuesday, August 10, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Council Room at the Myerstown Community Center, the Vice President being in the chair and the Secretary being 
present. 

Present were: Vice President Park W. Haverstick, II, President Pro Tem Dana Reich, Councilmembers Stacey A. 
Hackman, Dane W. Bicher, Ronald L. Ream, and Jeffrey L. Thomas, Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Solicitor Amy B. 
Leonard, Treasurer Gale Edwards, Deputy Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker, Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig, and 
Manager Michael R. McKenna.  Absent was President Bryan L. Rittle. 

The Vice President opened the meeting at 6:32  p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

Dane W. Bicher motioned, and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded, to dispense with the reading of and approve the 
minutes of the previous meeting held on July 13, 2021.  Motion unanimously carried.  

The President opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments.   

James Rittle – 210 S. Railroad Street – thanked Assistant Manager Ludwig and the Public Works for the repairs to 
the alley at his house.  Assistant Manager Ludwig stated he will let the Public Works Department know.   

State Police Sergeant Klein was present. He is the new commander and is going to the municipal meetings to 
introduce himself. He stated they have done 501 calls of service since January. Sergeant Klein stated 
unemployment scams are a big concern, if we receive any calls direct them to the State Police. Areas of concern 
within the Borough were discussed. Monthly reports were discussed. Sergeant Klein stated there is an online 
dashboard to review the monthly reports. Manager McKenna informed Sergeant Klein the Borough has been 
working towards local police services but has no date as to when that will happen.  

The following organizational reports were presented to Council for review and discussion: Myerstown Water 
Authority, Myerstown and Vicinity Fireman’s Relief Association, Myerstown Vitality Partnership, and Isaac 
Meier Homestead Committee.  
 
The following official’s reports were presented to Council for review and discussion: Mayor’s Report, Code 
Enforcement and Zoning Report, Solicitor’s Report, Assistant Manager’s Report, and Manager’s Report.  
 
Dana Reich motioned, and Stacey A. Hackman seconded, to approve the payment of bills as submitted. Motion 
unanimously carried. 

Dana Reich motioned, and Ronald L. Ream seconded, to accept the Treasurer’s Report for July 2021 as submitted 
and have it placed on file for audit.  Motion unanimously carried.  

The payment application from Pennsy Supply Inc. for the completion of the Race Street Paving Project was 
presented.  Dane W. Bicher motioned, and Stacey A. Hackman seconded, to authorize payment to Pennsy Supply 
Inc. for the amount of $67,962.49 for the completion of the Race Street Paving Project.  Motion unanimously 
carried.  

We received a request from 124 S. Cherry Street for relief from a sewer bill.  The bill was double the normal usage 
because of an outdoor leak. The Water Authority Billing Clerk has provided a printout showing the last billings. 
The water did not enter into the sanitary sewer system.  Dane W. Bicher motioned, and Dana Reich seconded, to 
authorize forgiveness of a sewer payment for 124 S. Cherry Street, with the amount being calculated based on the 
average use of the last three billing cycles. Motion unanimously carried.        

We received a quote to install security cameras at the recreation area pavilions. Dane W. Bicher motioned, and 
Ronald L. Ream seconded, to approve the quote from Choice Communications to install security cameras at the 
recreation area pavilions. Motion unanimously carried.  
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Council discussed flood mitigation improvements needed at the wastewater treatment facility. Assistant 
Manager Ludwig stated four different grants were applied for and we were denied for each of them. He is working 
on options and costs. He is trying to come up with the best plan for a minimal cost. Once he has a plan, he will 
bring it Council for discussion.   

Solicitor Leonard asked if Council has given anymore thought to the agreement with the Library Association. The 
current document is too vague, and a new agreement could be done. Council discussed capital improvements 
needed at the community library. The HVAC system and roof are in bad shape. Concerns on funding were 
discussed. Emergency repairs were discussed. The Solicitor asked does the Borough want to retain the building or 
sell it. If you cannot afford the building, then why own it. Would the Library Association want the building. The 
requirement for selling a municipal property was discussed. Under the Borough Code, the selling of real estate is 
by bid or auction. Councilmember Ream provided a newspaper article when the building was given to the 
Borough. The deed would need to be reviewed to see if there are any restrictive covenants. A quote was received 
for the replacement of the HVAC system. There are currently three units on roof, the quote is to place 1 unit. The 
Manager will get some additional information.  

Council discussed concerns regarding the volunteer fire companies in the borough. Training, cooperation, and 
what is the best for the community was discussed.   

A request was received from the Isaac Meier Homestead for permission to hold their annual Country Fair Days 
event. Ronald L. Ream motioned, and Dana Reich seconded, to approve the request from Isaac Meier Homestead 
for permission to hold their annual Country Fair Days event on Saturday, October 2, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. Motion unanimously carried.    

A resignation from John  Neely to the UCC Board of Appeals and the IPMC Board of Appeals has been received. 
Manager McKenna stated since he is a Borough employee, he cannot hold these positions. Park W. Haverstick, II 
motioned, and Stacey A. Hackman seconded, to accept the resignation of John Neely from the UCC Board of 
Appeals and the IPMC Board of Appeals. Motion unanimously carried.   

A Girl Scout Troop has been using a room on the second floor of the building free of charge. They have requested 
to continue using the room  for the 20201 – 2022 school year. Manager McKenna informed them with the growth 
of tenants in the building, they may have to move to another room due to a potential tenant’s interest in that 
room. The leaders have provided a letter to the Council outlining their concerns in moving to another room and 
request to remain in their current room. They are in the building bi-weekly on a Wednesday evening. Manager 
McKenna stated Council has to determine if they want paying tenants or non-paying tenants or a balance of 
both. Staff need to know what Council’s wishes are for the building so we can answer when inquires come about 
room availability in the building. Councilmembers would like to go up to the second floor to look at the space 
before taking any action.  

Councilmember Bicher stated the Manager had in his report a donation that was received, but it is not listed on 
the financial report. It is a donation to the PILOT Program. The Manager believes it was deposited after the 
financial reports were printed for packets. He will check and report back to Council.   

The MVP ( Myerstown Vitality Partnership) position was discussed. It was asked if the last candidate could do 
the job part-time as well as their other job. Manager McKenna stated the position will be 30 to 35 hours per week, 
which will not work in conjunction with a full-time job.    

Councilmember Bicher asked if we have heard any opening date for Dogood’s Tavern. Vice President Haverstick 
stated he knows the Executive Chef and he has stated the end of August opening. Manager McKenna stated the 
last time the owner Steve Hansen was in the office, he stated he was looking to open at the end of August.      
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Councilmember Ream asked Assistant Manager Ludwig if the barricade at S. Broad Street and Richland Avenue 
is a temporary fix. Assistant Manager Ludwig stated yes, the Wastewater Department has manhole work to do, 
and the Water Authority has some work there to. After the work is complete the radius will be black topped.          

The Vice President asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the borough.  Seeing none, he asked 
for a motion to adjourn. 

Stacey A. Hackman motioned, and Dana Reich seconded, to adjourn the meeting. Motion unanimously carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 p.m.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

         Lisa A. Brubaker, 
       Deputy Secretary     
                


